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June 21, 2012

Water Docket

Environmental Protection Agency

Mailcode: 2822T

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20460

Attention: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2012-0195

To whom it may concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your Notice of Intent (NOI), published in the May 23, 2012 Federal Register, which proposes a revision of stormwater regulations concerning discharges from logging roads and asks for input on potential approaches for addressing water quality impacts from forest road discharges in the future. 

The Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Forestry Association fully endorses the position statement sent to you on June 19th by Linda Casey, Chair of the Southern Group of State Foresters. We believe the State Foresters’ letter provides a good summary of the forest water quality programs and issues in the southern states, including Oklahoma.

The Oklahoma Forestry Association fully supports EPA’s proposal to revise stormwater regulations related to industrial activity in order to specify that an NPDES Permit is not required for stormwater discharges from logging roads. We believe that water quality issues associated with forest roads are being addressed effectively by the State’s forestry BMP program.

It is critical that EPA continue to provide flexibility, as authorized in federal law, to use a variety of regulatory and non-regulatory approaches to address water quality issues related to stormwater discharges, including those related to forestry activities. We support leaving the responsibility for establishment of the silvicultural and forest road best management practices (BMPs) that are most effective in Oklahoma at the state level.
Oklahoma’s BMP program has been developed cooperatively between the State Forester, forest landowners, the forest products industry, and many others. Because Oklahoma’s BMPs are designed to consider practical and cost-effective solutions to minimize the water quality impacts of forestry activities, program acceptance and compliance is good. 

Current forest road BMPs in Oklahoma effectively protect water quality.  Research and GPS inventories of forest road systems in watersheds in the Ouachita Mountains have shown that as a result of BMP installation, only about 1% of the total road mileage drains directly into perennial streams and about 9% into intermittent or ephemeral streams.  Sediment leaving forest roads from BMPs such as turnouts, dips and culverts has been found to travel short distances (usually 25-100 ft).  As a result, road drainage BMPs successfully disperse sediment and road runoff before it can enter streams.

Oklahoma’s current rate of BMP compliance exceeds 90 percent. The state’s primary forest products companies are members of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI). This certification program requires industry contractors to be trained in BMPs and to comply with state BMP guidelines so as to avoid water quality impacts to the greatest extent possible. This non-regulatory approach has been very effective and the forestry community should serve as a significant success story.

In summary, OFA recommends that EPA continue to support state-level forestry BMP programs to address stormwater discharges from forest roads. Those programs have proven successful; they are cost-effective and avoid the unnecessary intrusion of property rights that a regulatory permitting approach will bring.
We appreciate the opportunity to comment.

Respectfully submitted this __21_ day of _____June_____, 2012

Russell Bucker               

Russell Booker, President
Dan Lewia

Dan Lewia, Vice-President
[image: image2.png]



